THE  PROGRESS  OF  REBUILDING
and scarcity of materials limited its programme so that tem-
porary measures had to be taken wherever possible. Newgate
gaol was patched up, the unburnt gates converted into tem-
porary prisons, and makeshift court-rooms established in the
ruins of the Guildhall and the Sessions House. But in November,
months before the last embers of the Fire were extinguished,1
the first part of the restoration of the Guildhall had been
authorized, and the Aldermen were considering Sir Robert
Vynor's proposals for rebuilding the Exchange.2 Plans for the
latter were prepared with all speed, initial funds were provided,
and by March 2^th a committee *sat dayly' in that most public
of places, the long gallery in Gresham College, 'to entertaine
all maner of work men that will sett their hand and skill
towards [its] rebuilding'.a The example was impressive, and
all the more so because it was common knowledge that the
City was likely to choose the more splendid of the models sub-
mitted for the new building.
The completion of the statute and the supplementary
negotiations between Council and City allowed the public to
follow the latter's example and to begin rebuilding. The
opening was not auspicious. Hampered by the war, held up by
lack of materials, jeopardized by disputes between the parties,
progress was disappointingly slow. The sound of Dutch guns
in the Medway, and the departure of craftsmen to hurry for-
ward eleventh-hour fortifications at Tilbury, were not the best
background to restoration, and the citizens very naturally held
back. If such special obstacles had lasted long, their effect
might have been serious, but the Treaty of Breda brought relief
before the danger had gone too far. The Dutch capers were
withdrawn, and the Thames reopened. Sufficient supplies of
coals, timber and stone were brought in to avert a winter famine
and some progress was made with the rebuilding before the
weather curtailed operations. The months of delay had
1 Mercurius Politicus Rtdivivus noted that cellars were still burning: on January
24th, 1667, and Pepys that this was still the case some six weeks later.
2 A committee was appointed on November 2oth to hear them: (Repert.^ 72, f. 12).
3 Mercurius Paliticus Redivievus, p. 668.
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